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Incidents of Gun Violence
1.    Have you directly or indirectly experienced gun violence incident?
Yes, I have experienced these incidents, last month I was directly affected by the incidents of gun violence. It was a very traumatic month for me to deal with the gunshot wounds in my legs during the incidents of gunshot across the street between two unknown groups. Fortunately, I never had fractured bones and I was able to walk after few weeks. However, it cannot be assumed that the incidents of gun violence is decreasing or is a mere issue.
2.    How do you think the experience impacted your personal life?
 The incident and the experience impacted me negatively as I could not fully engage in my normal routine. My lessons were interrupted because of being in the hospital receiving treatment. These incidents are prominently in the street as some of them just go without even the law enforcement agencies doing something about. I had to stay away from school and even missed the important classes for my course still nursing the wounds. Although reports show that the incidents are decreasing, a huge number are still suffering from the incidents. 
3.    How do you feel about living in a community with higher rate of gun violence?
According to my feelings and my experience, it is terrifying to be in such community since the incidents of insecurity are very high. It is just like a routine to see people with guns and the local police are like no one cares about what is going on. People are shot dead, some are nursing wounds, for instance, am nursing wounds from gunshot and the violence goes on and on without anything done about it. Homicide cases have been increasing but no one is brought to justice. As a result, owning of guns in the homestead has increased for the people to defend themselves and their properties due to the increasing crime rate. This is as a result of ignorance by the local police to ensure the community’s safety thus, increase the incidence of gun violence. 
4.    Do you think residents of this county may have developed differences based on gun violence?
Yes, I think the increasing rate of gun violence in the county has resulted in differences. They do not trust themselves and even the police. This is because the crimes that are committed by these guns are increasing on the watch of the police. People are walking with guns committing violence and nothing is done about it. For instance, I was shot on the street with unknown people with guns and shooting, but no one was brought to count on that. It has just been as a normal issue that the people have to live with. As a result, differences have emerged greatly.
5.    From an ethical perspective, how do you differentiate gun manufacturing and gun distribution?
I think Manufacturing is making of the guns from the raw materials while distribution is supplying the guns to different areas for sales.  Ethics demand that guns sellers sell guns to the people not mentally ill and those with criminal records. However, the incidences that have been reported are cases that have involved people with mental illness. This means the gun distribution is not done in accordance with the laws, therefore, increasing the gun violence. Therefore, the manufacturers and distributors or the retail sellers of the guns do not follow the law, rules, and regulation which are unethical behavior with work. As a result, guns are distributed or sold to the wrong hands.  

6.    How do you differentiate gun ownership and gun violence?
I think having a gun does not necessarily mean one will commit violence. I believe gun ownership is to have a gun that is licensed and approved by the existing law. On the other hand, I think gun violence is using the guns to commit violence or kill.
7.    Gun-ownership is a widespread phenomenon across U.S.A, why do you think some neighborhoods are perceived “hotbed of violence”, while others are not?
I think in the neighborhoods where violence is very high is because the police are not very much committed to ensure the safety of the people. As a result, people decide to own guns to protect their properties and lives.  This is because violence is hitting but security is very low to deal with the situation and give confidence to the people.
8.    Do you think existing laws are effective to control gun violence in your county?
In my point of view, I think that the existing laws are very feasible and practical, even though they are difficult to implement to curb the issues of gun violence.
9.    What approach or steps do you think your county officials may engage upon to reduce the presence of gun violence in your community?
There are many approaches that can help the county officials to reduce instances of gun violence including collaboration between the law enforcement agencies and the gun sellers to help monitor gun purchase and use. I know that there are regulations to deal with this but their implementation is the main challenge. Therefore I believe that the regulation can be implemented when the local police collaborate with the gun sellers. The police should provide them with the lists of those with criminal records to assist in the assessment before the guns are sold. Moreover, knowing those with mental problems can be a problem but collaboration from all the agencies; the police and health can help the gun sellers as cases of gun suicides have been caused by people who are mentally ill. 
10.    How do you think individuals can contribute towards reducing gun violence?
I believe that gun violence is an issue that is a responsibility of every individual.  I think that individuals can collaborate together to help the police with information of those who engage in this crimes. They have the ensuring of the mentally ill and those with criminal records. This can help the authorities to calm down the situation even in communities like where I come from which is a hotbed of gun violence.  Uniting together as a team can effectively reduce the incidence instead of owning the guns as a result, many cases of gun violence.
